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1 PURPOSE

The purpose of this procedure is to provide guidance on the correct selection, use, maintenance and
disposal of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) along with a monitoring program that ensures its
effectiveness in controlling relevant risks.

2 SCOPE

This procedure is applicable to the selection, use, maintenance and disposal of PPE by all employees and
contracts.

3 DEFINITIONS

Company / the company – refers to Reay Services Group.

JSA – Job Safety Analysis.

PPE – Personal Protective Equipment means clothing, equipment and/or substances which, when worn or
used correctly, protect part or all of the body from foreseeable risks, injury or disease at work or in the
workplace.

SLAM – SLAM is a quick, easy and personalised risk assessment tool.

 The process helps us to identify about how we could get hurt in the task we are about to do.

 This is a system for risk assessment and must be conducted prior to starting any task.

4 ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

All company Employees and Contractors are responsible for complying with the requirements of this
procedure.

Refer to QMS-PRO-026 – Authority and Responsibilities Procedure for further details.

5 ACTIONS

5.1 Provision of Personal Protective Equipment
All PPE must conform to (or exceed) legislative requirements and the relevant Australian / New Zealand
Standards and SDS.

As the hierarchy of control dictates, PPE shall be used where no other means of control are practicable. It
is recognised however, that a combination of controls may be the most appropriate method of controlling
a hazard. Therefore, the company shall provide an adequate supply of PPE that comply with relevant
standards. All sub-contractors shall supply adequate and applicable PPE to their employees and ensure
that the PPE is utilised. All visitors shall be required to wear the stated PPE.
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5.2 Use of Personal Protective Equipment

 The selection and use of PPE should always take into consideration outcomes of any Risk
Assessment (SLAM) that has been completed for the task at hand.

 The selection of PPE shall be in accordance with job / task requirements and the hazard being
protected against (eg the correct type of respirator cartridge for breathing protection).

 All persons shall have adequate knowledge or be trained in the correct and safe method of
selection, use maintenance and disposal of PPE and use it properly (e.g. the correct and safe use
of ear protection).

 PPE shall be maintained to ensure its effectiveness.

5.3 Standard Personal Protective Equipment
Standard PPE includes protective clothing, hard hat, glasses and steel capped footwear and shall be worn
in all areas of the site except for those exempted by the Manager.

5.4 Corporate Identity
All clothing supplied by the company will display the appropriate company logo. Contractors are
responsible for their own logo.

5.5 Types of Personal Protective Equipment
5.5.1 Whole of Body

All workers are required to wear appropriate work clothing that is suitable for the individual’s
employment category and the hazards that can be reasonably expected to be encountered.

 Long High Visible Protective Clothing (Natural Fibre). - Shall be worn at all times, including sleeves
being rolled down and cuffed.

 Shirts, coats & overalls will be long sleeved High Visible (night shift shall have High Visible
Reflective taping) (AS 1906.4 & 4602).

 Pants will be long drill pants or Jeans (High Visible is not required).
5.5.2 Coats, Suits and Overalls

A variety of materials are used to protect the body against hazards including heat, fire, chemical agents,
abrasions, heights, water, and lack of visibility.

Some examples are:

a) welding jackets / arm protectors

 AS 1558 Protective Clothing for Welders

 AS 2375: Guide to the Selection, Care and Use of Clothing for Protection Against Heat and
Fire

b) disposable overalls

c) wet weather clothing

5.5.3 Applications

There are many applications that can be used to protect against various hazards or irritations. These
include but are not limited to:

 sunscreen

 AS 2604: Sunscreen Products
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 insect repellent

 barrier creams

 insect nets.

5.5.4 Head

Providing used correctly, head protection will reduce the risk of injury from either impact from falling
objects or striking of protrusions. In order to remain effective, workers shall ensure their safety helmet
meets the requirements of AS 1800.
For further details, refer to:

 AS 1801: Industrial Safety Helmets

 AS1800: Occupational Protective Helmets - Selection, Care and Use

Safety Helmets expire 3 years from date of issue.

5.5.5 Eye

The primary type of eye protection is wrap-around safety glasses and/or safety glasses with fitted side
shields, including prescription glasses, which meet Australian Standards, which shall be worn in all areas
except for those areas deemed as exempted by the Manager.

5.5.6 Prescription Safety Glasses

Employees who wear prescription eyewear must use prescription safety glasses.

5.5.7 Safety Glasses, Goggles and Face Shields

Safety eyewear shall be worn by all persons on site with special consideration given to tasks that have a
higher level of risk. For example, welding helmets, shaded glasses, and splash goggles all offer greater
protection when undertaking hazardous tasks.

Face shields should be worn in conjunction with either glasses with side protection or goggles if these
cannot provide adequate protection against the risk of facial injury.

In some cases there are mandated requirements for Glasses, goggles or face shields to be used.
For example:

 Using certain chemicals/cleaning agents

 Blowing out equipment with compressed air

 Welding, metal cutting, grinding

 PPE designated work areas / processes

For further details, refer to:

 AS1336: Recommended Practices for Occupational Eye Protection

 AS1337: Eye Protectors for Industrial Applications

 AS1067: Sunglasses and Fashion Spectacles - Non Prescriptive Type

 AS1338: Filters for Eye Protectors

Note: Double eye protection (safety glasses and face shield) must be worn at all times when conducting
any, grinding or cutting tasks.
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5.5.8 Hearing

Hearing protection shall be worn where the work environment requires a reduction in workers’ exposure
to noise so as to remain within statutory limits. Hearing problems can result from any exposure to loud
noises or from prolonged exposure to noise. The results from noise surveys shall be used to determine
appropriate hearing protection requirements.

Approved hearing protection shall be worn:

 in designated hearing protection zones.

 when performing a task which may result in a damaging noise level of 85 db of higher or to the
recommended exposure for the limits for longer shifts.

For further details, refer to:

 AS1270: Acoustics / Hearing Protectors

 AS1269.3: Occupational Noise Management: Hearing Protector Program

5.5.9 Respiratory

Where persons are required to work in contaminated atmospheres such as respirable dust, fume or
vapours they shall ensure that they select and use the correct respiratory protective equipment.

Approved respiratory protection is available and shall be worn:

 In designated areas.

 When performing tasks that may result in excessive exposure to gases, vapours and / or dusts

 Where recommended by a work procedure or JSA.

For further details, refer to:

 AS1715 Selection, Use and Maintenance of Respiratory Protection Devices

 AS1716 Respiratory Protective Devices

5.5.10 Hand

Hand protection shall be worn when performing manual handling tasks or where there is an identified risk
or the potential for personal injury.

The type of hand protection depends on the nature of the work being undertaken (examples include heat
resistant gloves, chemical resistant gloves and rigging gloves). For further details, refer to the SDS.

For further details, refer to:

 AS/2161.1:2016 Occupational protective gloves selection use and maintenance

5.5.11 Feet

The primary type of foot protection is steel capped footwear which shall be worn on all areas except for
those deemed exempted by the Manager. Safety footwear is designed to protect against impact from
materials as well as protection against chemical substances.

Refer to AS2210: Occupational Protective Footwear for further details.
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5.5.12 PPE Matrix

Refer to the PPE Matrix for the selection of minimum PPE required for given tasks, in Appendix A.

5.6 Training in the Use of Personal Protective Equipment
All persons that are required to use PPE shall undergo adequate training in its correct selection, use,
maintenance and disposal.

For training required, refer to the company Training Matrix (TR-REG-001)

5.7 Storage and Maintenance of Personal Protective Equipment
All employees shall ensure their PPE is stored in a clean and fully operational condition. It shall also be
maintained in accordance with manufactures requirements and/or with any appropriate standard.

5.8 Replacement
Once issued, PPE shall be regularly inspected and tested as appropriate, and if required, repaired or
replaced in the course of its life. Any PPE found to fall short of minimum standards or which has reached
expiry limits, must be replaced immediately.

5.9 Return of Clothing and PPE
PPE shall be returned on cessation of employment, except where an item is disposable, or where there
may be health/hygiene considerations e.g. footwear, helmets.

If it is necessary to re-issue returned serviceable items of clothing and PPE, those items shall be
cleaned/sanitised and serviced prior to re-issue.

5.10 Signage
Signposts that designate an area as a mandatory PPE zone must be placed in conspicuous locations and
comply with the requirements of AS 1319: Safety Signs for the Occupational Environment.
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6 REFERENCES

 Work Health & Safety Act 2011

 Work Health & Safety Regs 2011

 Australian Standards:

 AS2375: Guide to the Selection, Care and Use of Clothing for Protection Against Heat and Fire

 AS 1558 Protective Clothing for Welders

 AS3765: Clothing for Protection Against Hazards Chemicals

 AS1906: Reflective Materials and Devices for Road Traffic Control Purposes

 AS2919: Industrial Clothing

 AS2604: Sunscreen Products

 AS1801: Industrial Safety Helmets

 AS1800: Occupational Protective Helmets - Selection, Care and Use

 AS1336: Recommended Practices for Occupational Eye Protection

 AS1337: Eye Protectors for Industrial Applications

 AS1067: Sunglasses and Fashion spectacles - Non-prescriptive Type

 AS1338: Filters for Eye Protectors

 AS1270: Acoustics / Hearing Protectors

 AS1269.3: Occupational Noise Management: Hearing Protector Program

 AS1715: Selection, Use and Maintenance of Respiratory Devices

 AS1716: Respiratory Protective Devices

 AS2210: Occupational Protective Footwear

 AS1319: Safety Signs for the Occupational Environment

 AS4602 High Visibility Safety Garments

 AS1906.4 High Visibility materials for Safety Garments

 AS/2161.1:2016 Occupational protective gloves selection use and maintenance
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7 APPENDIX (A)

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT

Use the following chart for guidance on minimum Personal Protection requirements. If unsure, see your
supervisor. Site minimum PPE requirements:

ACTIVITY

TYPE OF PROTECTION

Goggles /
Glasses

Face
Shield

Oxy
Goggles

Welding
Mask

Welding
Gloves

Welding
Jacket

P2
Mask

Hearing
Protection

Long
Sleeves
& Pants

Manual Handling   

Drilling   

Arc Welding    Note 1 Note 2 

Oxy Welding &
Cutting

   Note 2 

Impact Tools (Air
Operate)


 

Portable Grinder    

Blowing out with
Compressed Air

   

Operating any mobile
equipment

SEAT BELTS MUST BE WORN WHERE FITTED

Low light areas (i.e. Night
Shift)

CLEAR SAFETY GLASSES

Note 1: Adequate clothing and protection must be worn to protect from heat and radiation.

Note 2: If welding where insufficient air flow, use either fume extraction or P2 respirator.
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8 APPENDIX (B) – PRO SAFETY HEAD PROTECTION REQUIREMENTS


